
JOURNEY TO THE HIGH ARCTIC: 
HOW METEOROLOGY AND TELEMEDICINE ARE JOINING FORCES 

JOIN US ON AN EXCITING JOURNEY AS PRAXES  TRAVELS WITH AN ENVIRONMENT AND
CLIMATE CHANGE CANADA  PLANNING TEAM TO THE EUREKA METEOROLOGICAL BASE ON

ELLESMERE ISLAND NUNAVUT

Our Business Director, Michelle Currie recently embarked on

a remarkable journey to one of the most remote and

extraordinary locations on the planet. The destination? The

Eureka Weather Station, situated in the northern reaches of

Nunavut, Canada. This iconic weather station, established in

1947, stands as Canada's oldest, high arctic weather station

and the third most northern permanent research facility

worldwide. 
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A Hub of Arctic Research

The Eureka Weather Station, surrounded by pristine arctic

wilderness, plays a critical role in measuring various

atmospheric parameters through daily upper air balloon

launches. These vital observations occur twice a day and

contribute to hourly weather reports. The data collected

since 1947 has been instrumental in enhancing our

understanding of the Arctic atmosphere, a region previously

underrepresented in weather records.

Image Above: Eureka scientist performing an upper air
balloon launch



The Arctic's remoteness means that even minor injuries or illnesses can quickly escalate into life-threatening

situations due to the scarcity of medical resources. Access to traditional medical facilities may be days away,

and weather conditions can prevent timely evacuations. In such situations, having a well-prepared medical

kit and access to an Emergency Telemedicine Physician is essential to address immediate health needs and

stabilize patients until they can be transported to more comprehensive medical care.

Dedication Amidst Challenges

Operating in such a remote location presents numerous

challenges for the staff at Eureka Weather Station.

Including limited access to medical facilities, treacherous

weather conditions, and small plane/helicopter access. 

In such extreme circumstances, the importance of well-

equipped medical supplies and telemedicine cannot be

overstated. 

Image Above: A map displaying Eureka's location
 

Medical Support in Remote
Locations

Image Above: Business Director, Michelle Currie infront of AIR TINDI plane at Eureka Airport 

Transporting medical supplies to Eureka's remote location is a logistical challenge, often requiring careful
planning and coordination. Transporting supplies to Eureka usually involves using small planes during short
windows of suitable weather conditions and scheduled sea lifts. These challenges underscore the need for
strategic pre-positioning of medical resources to ensure that critical supplies are readily available when needed. 

Our medical kit contains carefully curated medications and equipment, considering the harsh environment and
potential medical emergencies. 

The Role of Medical Supplies



As we conclude this incredible journey to the Eureka
Weather Station, we cannot emphasize enough how
grateful we are to have had this opportunity. Our
Business Director's visit to Eureka has been nothing
short of enlightening.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the dedicated team
at Eureka Weather Station for opening their doors to us,
sharing their expertise, and allowing us to witness
firsthand the remarkable work they do in the most
challenging of conditions. Your commitment to
providing quality meteorological data and conducting
invaluable research is truly commendable.

Our time at Eureka has strengthened our resolve to
empower communities across the globe, ensuring that
no one is left without access to vital medical assistance,
no matter how remote their location may be.

Stay tuned for more updates from PRAXES Medical
Group as we continue to serve and support those who
work tirelessly in challenging and remote environments.

-PRAXES Medical Group

At Eureka, with the help of satellite phones and portable
communication devices, our team of Emergency
Telemedicine Physicians can remotely assess a patient's
condition, guide on-site caregivers through medical
procedures, and make crucial decisions on whether an
evacuation is necessary. This not only saves valuable
time but also enhances the chances of a successful
outcome during medical emergencies.

PRAXES Emergency Physicians also monitor patients'
progress and adjust treatment plans as needed,
ensuring continuity of care despite geographical
barriers. 

Living or working in a very remote Arctic location with
poor weather conditions and limited access to medical
facilities can be a daunting prospect. In these regions,
telemedicine and the availability of medical supplies
have transformed healthcare. Embracing these
advancements ensures that those in remote
communities can receive the care they need, even in the
face of extreme challenges.

A Crucial Lifeline in the Arctic

Image Above: Business Director, Michelle Currie arrives at
Eureka Weather Station Base 

Image Above: Environment and Climate Change Canada
Planning Team at Eureka Meteorological Base on Ellesmere

Island Nunavut  

Image Above: Business Director, Michelle Currie  beside balloon 
 used in measuring various atmospheric parameters  

A Heartfelt Thank You to
Eureka Weather Station - Our
Arctic Hosts


